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Welcome to 2015 with a celebration of our success in the Cambridge
International Examinations, NCEA and New Zealand Scholarship
Examinations. Congratulations to all of our students for their
outstanding results.

OLD BOYS
FROM THE FOUNDATION

2015 OLD BOYS’ REUNIONS

FOUNDATION CLOSES IN ON FIRST TARGET OF
$150,000 FUNDS RAISED

Register now for 1970/1980’s reunion			

Foundation Chairman David Braithwaite addressed 40
supporters and Founder Donors in February at ‘Initiative 2015’
the inaugural calendar launch of the HBHS Foundation. Charged
with raising funds for an endowment fund, the Foundation
shared its vision and passion for the school at this drinks and
canapés evening.
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Mr Nigel Hotham		
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Ms Phillipa Grace
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Ms Tonia Heeps
Mr Jeremy Tizard		
Douglas Shephard
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1970’S

1980’S

REUNION

Saturday 1 August
Registration am & Morning Tea am tba
Saturday 1st XV Rugby Game 12.30
Saturday Drinks
Email: Graham Walker: kandgwalker@xtra.co.nz

ARGYLE HOUSE REUNION
Saturday 1 August
Registration am & pm
Saturday Morning Tea 10.00
Saturday 1st XV Rugby Game 12.30
Saturday Drinks & Dinner tba
David Braithwaite, Foundation Chairman

As Fundraising efforts begin to gain momentum, the Foundation
is proud to announce that the generous support of Old Boys
and supporters has already resulted in close to $150,000 of
donations which sees us well on the way to achieving the
$350,000 goal we have for 2015.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Pledge a donation today. Whether it is a significant one off
amount or the equivalent of a “cup of coffee” a week, we are
happy to receive your support and grateful for the momentum
it provides. Go to www.hbhs.school.nz and click on the
Foundation/Old Boys tab under Donations to find out more, or
contact Ali Mallett on amallett@hbhs.school.nz any time for
more information.

Expression of interest to: Telephone: (07) 8530437
Email: kmclaughlin@hbhs.school.nz
Please express interest by 1st May 2015

HALL OF FAME 2015
We are excited to announce the Honourees of the
prestigious 2015 Hall of Fame event.
On Wednesday 13th May 2015 we will welcome three
spectacular Old Boys into the HBHS Hall of Fame. Having
contributed to the fabric of New Zealand society in Law,
Education and Business these three Old Boys represent
the very foundation of HBHS values and commitment to
success and we look forward to recognising them at
another wonderful Hall of Fame ceremony.

VALUES BANNERS TAKE PRIDE OF PLACE AROUND
THE SCHOOL

Special thanks to:
Mrs Margi Struwig
Mrs Jenni Buckley
Mr Graham Robinson
Mr James Hassall		
Mrs Kate Holdsworth
Paul Martin @ Riverstone Printing
Our 2015 Student Photographers:
Justin Ilustrismo

Meshake Ngungambili

Top Left: Ian McCrae, Top
Right: Colin Carruthers QC,
Bottom Left: Professor John
Butcher

Justin Wimmer

Feedback? Ideas for articles? Contact Publications Manager
Ms Wendy Moffitt wmoffitt@hbhs.school.nz
Top: Max Mitchell gives Soumil Singh the seal of approval at the Prefects’ Retreat.
See page 7 for our 2015 Prefect Committees. Below: Christopher Goodwin gets
some air in his favoured field event. See page 6 for coverage of Athletic Sports.
Photograph by Meshake Ngungambili. Below: Bradley Van Tiel and his heirloom
project. For more on this fascinating task, see page 11. Bottom: Leadership
Camp is a very serious business. See page 10 for more. Photograph by Meshake
Ngungambili.

Mike Pohio shares Foundation Goals at Initiative 2015

Four new values banners were gifted to the school by key
sponsors and were hanging proudly at the event. The new series
of banners which can be seen around the school highlight our
school values and cover Aspiration , School of Character, Sport
and the Foundation and these first four will be joined in the near
future by a Cultural, Academic and a Welcome banner.

HBHS Foundation Trust
welcomes all communication
from Old Boys and families.
Please contact Ali Mallett,
Foundation Development
Manager on amallett@hbhs.
school.nz, 07-853-0440 extn
2408 or 021-909-981
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Message from the Headmaster
Dear Parents
Thank you all for a wonderful first term. It has been a very
special, successful start to our 2015 year, and we are grateful
for the very real contribution of so many through the weeks
we have shared.
There are many ways in which we can evaluate the success of a school. In
reading through this newsletter, we learn about the achievements of the
young men in our world, who have excelled at the highest possible level, in
so many varied areas. Our academic results for 2014 are superb; I feel very
proud of the commitment and dedication of both staff and students, which
have ensured our success.
This is equally true in sport. This term has been exceptional, in the success at
a National level in such a vast range of sporting endeavours. This is nowhere
so true as in the example of Rowing, when on the weekend I was privileged
to be present when the Hamilton Boys’ High School squad won six National
titles, as well as five silver and one bronze medals. We also received the Star
Trophy for top rowing school in the country, an achievement which reflects the
contribution of everybody involved in Rowing – rowers, coxswains, parents,
coaches, managers, staff, sponsors and supporters. So many people are
involved, and it is this which makes our huge success possible. And this is true
in everything which we are involved in as a school. Last week at Assembly, I
reminded the school of the quote in their diaries, from Confucius “Wherever
you go, go with all your heart”.
It is this truth that makes the difference for us at Hamilton Boys’ High School.
The students, staff and families in our world devote themselves to going
wherever they go, doing whatever they do, with all their hearts.
So, we can judge a school on its significant achievements, and for us, Term
One has seen some stellar successes. But we must also judge our community
by the small things which make a difference. The first time I heard our new
Year 9 cohort sing with passion, enthusiasm and no little talent, hearing the
haka at the Year 13 Leadership Camp, seeing our students representing the
school at the Unveiling of the Sapper Moore-Jones statue last week, with such
dignity and pride – these are the moments in our normal day, when we must
recognise the wonder of our world.

Term 2 Events
Teacher Only Day
Monday 20 April
School Starts
Tuesday 21 April
Anzac Day
Monday 27 April
Cross Country
Tuesday 28 April
Yr 9 Father/Son Breakfast
Tuesday 5 May
Mufti Day
Heart Foundation
Thursday 7 May
Senior Assessment Week
Monday 18 - Thursday 21 May
Super 8 Cultural Festival
22 & 23 May
Auckland Grammar Exchange
Wednesday 27 May
Yr 9 & 10 Exams
28 & 29 May, 2 & 3 June
Wintec Open Day
Friday 29 May
Queens Birthday
Monday 1 June
NPBHS Exchange
Thursday 4 June

We are a family, a community, and a group of people who have shared the
term with “all our hearts”, and for this I thank you all.

Mufti Day
Kidney Kids
Thursday 11 June

My best wishes for a Blessed Easter, and a happy and relaxing holiday break
with your sons.

Field Days
Friday 12 June

Susan Hassall
HEADMASTER

Tauranga BC Exchange
Wednesday 24 June
PA Morning Tea
Friday 26 June
End of Term 2
Friday 3 July

Peachgrove Road, Private Bag 3201, Hamilton 3240 > Telephone (07) 853 0440 > Fax (07) 853 0433

ACADEMIC
JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING 2014

A

s the Junior Prizegiving always marks the end of the school calendar, it is too late for any of our publications. Therefore we would like to begin
our new school year with a celebration of our Year 9 and 10 prizewinners and their achievements, and we proudly present the full list of award
winners. A special congratulations to our Junior Dux of 2014 and the winner of the Susan Hassall Cup, Liam Haughey.
Year 9 Band Prizes
Jonty Knight		
Keenin Whitcher		
Arnold Teow		

3rd
2nd
1st

933
933
933

Hamish Mellow		
Jiaqi Jin			
Immo Frank		

3rd
2nd
1st

914
914
914

Isaiah Priddey		
LeMond Jaunay		
Connor Roulston		

3rd
2nd
1st

1024
1024
1024

Cassius Bramley		
Kellen Pennell		
Michael Redman		

3rd
2nd
1st

932
932
932

William Muldowney
Joshua Pedley		
Ben Rex 		

3rd
2nd
1st

913
913
913

Brayden Lowe		
Harrison Malcolm
Raymond Hill		

3rd
2nd
1st

1023
1023
1023

Brooklyn Elliott		
Jizer Dela Cruz		
Te Ratu Mataira		

3rd
2nd
1st

931
931
931

Varin Malhotra		
Declan O'Brien		

3rd
2nd

912
912

Ethan Perrin		
Ewan Hulme		
Alex Chapple		

3rd
2nd
1st

1022
1022
1022

Samuel Lumsden		
Adam Williams		
James Apperley		

3rd
2nd
1st

929
929
929

Year 9 Subject Prizes

Levi Ihaka		
Cheuk Chan		
Anthony Nugroho		

3rd
2nd
1st

1021
1021
1021

Manaaki Hemi		
Levi Jaunay		
Dylan Marshall		

3rd
2nd
1st

928
928
928

Ruther Orbe		
Jeremy Cleland
Jacob Morrison		

3rd
2nd
1st

1016
1016
1016

Shaun Bollinger		
Nate Raffan		
Thomas Martin		

3rd
2nd
1st

927
927
927

Simran Bassan		
Braydon Murphy
Connor Tristram		

2nd =
2nd =
1st

1015
1015
1015

Caelan Mashlan		
Matthew Deller		
Svante Johansson

3rd
2nd
1st

926
926
926

Arshdeep Sidhu		
Amanpal Sagoo		
Dowan Kim		

3rd
2nd
1st

1014
1014
1014

Jackson Caffyn		
Paul Lee 		
Lewis Villavicencio		

3rd
2nd
1st

925
925
925

Stefan Van Der Westhuizen 3rd
Seth Head		
2nd
Jacob Brownlee-Clarke
1st

1013
1013
1013

Elias Thompson		
Vatsal Swaminarayan
Benjamin Haworth

3rd
2nd
1st

924
924
924

Amol Prasad		
Reuben Hurliman
James Day		

1012
1012
1012

Ryan Barlow		
Morgan Gibbons
Hamish Mansergh		

3rd
2nd
1st

923
923
923

Jacob Reymer		
Benjamin Couper
Samuel Willoughby

3rd
2nd
1st

922
922
922

Nicholas Flowerday
Karanpreet Singh		
Caleb Crooks		

3rd
2nd
1st

921
921
921

Geenodh Ekanayake
Ben Williams		
Kaden Gibbons		

3rd
2nd
1st

915
915
915
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Brandon Cuellar
Robert Brodnax
Joshua Taylor
Nicholas Goodman

First in Mathematics
First in Science
First in Social Studies
First in English

Year 10 Band Prizes
Shane Rogers		
Kieran Gibson		
Henry Dorward		

3rd
2nd
1st

1032
1032
1032

Musa Gordon		
Jordan McIlroy		
Manoj Singh		

3rd
2nd
1st

1031
1031
1031

Mitchell Ranger		
Dilshad Perwaisy		
Banjoseph Aquino		

3rd
2nd
1st

1029
1029
1029

Rhys Mackrell		
Samuel Clark		
Jeremaih Immanueli

3rd
2nd
1st

1028
1028
1028

Shane-Lincoln Reweti
Jonty Holliday		
Dean Richardson		

3rd
2nd
1st

1027
1027
1027

Tavis Lovatt		
Niwa Mitchell-Turner
Jermaine Allan		
Campbell Halley		

2nd =
2nd =
2nd =
1st

1026
1026
1026
1026

Nathan Lloyd		
Joshua McKenzie		
Daniel Mackie		

3rd
2nd
1st

1025
1025
1025

3rd
2nd
1st

www.hbhs.school.nz
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Year 10 Option Subject Multiple Prizes
The one major competition
in
Term
Daniel
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First inCountry,
Enterprise
gave Taylor House
		
Firstainvaluable
Year 10 NCEA Economics
advantage, and one that they
Ryan
in Information
Technology
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hold
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First in Music
as the end of term approaches.
Argyle
House made
upArtground
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First in
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in the
		
Firstwins
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Volleyball competition, and in
the Tug-O-War where they have
Above James Parton, Head Prefect 2014, performs his last official duty at
Year 10 Core / Multiple Subject Prizes
been virtually unbeatable over the
HBHS
Jacob Brownlee-Clarke First in Year 10 NCEA English
Liam Haughey

First in Year 10 NCEA Geography

Yuno Oh		

First in Year 10 NCEA Mathematics

Angus MacDonald

First in Social Studies

Amol Prasad
		

First in Year 10 NCEA Accounting
First in Year 10 NCEA History

James Willoughby
		

First in Graphics and Design
First in Year 10 NCEA Science
Above: Kaden & Morgan Gibbons with Mrs Hassall

Special Prizes
Ryan Monaghan
Campbell Halley
Cian Sutherland
Quinn Tupaea
Kaden Gibbons
Morgan Gibbons
Thomas Bates
Nicholas Goodman
Quinn Tupaea
Timothy Neild
Timothy Ng

ICAS Computer Skills Medal
Junior Public Speaking Award
Junior Creative Writing Award
Junior Sportsman of the Year
Michael Morrison-Ruru Trophy
Michael Morrison-Ruru Trophy
Headmaster's Award for Citizenship
Eben Wilson Memorial Prize
McHaffie Cup
H D Tait Memorial Prize
Emilie and Michael Gudex Prize
Above: Junior Dux Liam Haughey
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STAFF
overseas. She will be teaching English and
Social Studies, and looks to get involved in
football at HBHS.
Mr James Hepburn is the newest member
of the Technology Faculty and joins us from
Matamata College. He has previously taught
at Sacred Heart Girls’ College, St Paul’s
Collegiate and has spent a year at Gallagher
Industries in software research and design.
He is eminently qualified to contribute to our
RC Aircraft and Robotics Clubs and enjoys
football and fixing cars.

Welcome to our new staff of 2015. Standing, from left: Mr James Hepburn, Ms Suzanne Oliver, Ms
Natasha Preston and Ms Kate Gill. Seated, from left: Mr Steve Chrystall, Mr Aaron Kearney and Ms
Gina Hitchcock. Absent: Ms Sophia Hulbert and Mr Reuben Hindriksen.

STAFF NEWS 2015

A

new school year always brings with
it the opportunity to welcome new
staff members to our HBHS family and to
celebrate happy events. It does, however,
also mean that we sometimes have to say
goodbye to staff members who have headed
on to new things. We begin by welcoming
our new staff and wishing them every
success as a part of our school.
Ms Suzanne Oliver joins the English
faculty after a lengthy career in business,
including management, marketing, business
coaching, IS0900 and TQM consulting as
well as creative arts directing work across
New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga. She will be
specialising in English and Media Studies,
and is looking forward to more involvement
in media and music, which are particular
areas of interest and enjoyment.
Ms Kate Gill has made the journey north
from Wellington after studying at Victoria
University and gaining a degree in English
and Art History. She joins the English faculty
and is teaching a range of junior and senior
classes. Her interests range from literature
to football, and she is looking forward to
helping out with a sports team in her chosen
code.
Ms Natasha Preston has already been out
and about with her classes, having taken her
Year 13 Geography class to Whiritoa for their
regular coastal processes fieldtrip. She joins

4 >

High Achiever | April 2015

the Social Sciences faculty and is teaching
Social Studies and Geography after training
in the Waikato Education Programme in
Tauranga. Ms Preston has signed herself up
to manage lacrosse at HBHS and as a singer
and guitar player is looking to get involved in
music as well.
Ms Gina Hitchcock joins the English faculty
from Whakatane via a career teaching
internationally in South Korea. She is
teaching junior and senior English classes
and is very much looking forward to
helping out in this year’s School Production,
particularly in costuming.
Mr Reuben Hindriksen joins the Social
Sciences faculty, having trained at the
University of Auckland. He is another Social
Scientist with an interest in music and will
also be involving himself in the School
Production, along with music and drama.
The 2015 School Production is going to be
very well served by our new staff members,
as Mr Aaron Kearney has already signed up
for Front of House duties, along with the
Shakespeare festival and Junior and Senior
Debating. As a former student of our Head
of English Faculty, he has been very well
trained in this, and has also spent the last
two years teaching English, Classics and
Drama at Whangarei Boys’ High School after
finishing his studies at the University of
Auckland.
Ms Sophia Hulbert joins the Social Sciences
Faculty having trained at the University of
Waikato and then travelling extensively

Finally, Mr Steve Chrystall joins the Science
Faculty fresh from NZQA where he was the
National Assessment Moderator for Physics
for two years. Prior to this, he was at the
University of Waikato developing online
teaching resources for the Science Learning
Hub and was Head of Physics at Shirley Boys’
High School, an adviser in the United Arab
Emirates and a Dean at Hillcrest High School.
He will be teaching Physics and Science
classes as well as helping out with golf and
mooting, and will be prepping a team for the
Junior Young Physicists Tournament at the
end of Term 3 in Wellington.
Sadly, we had to say goodbye at the very
end of last year to Mrs Hazel Redpath, who
won a position at the Auckland University
of Technology’s Unitec Campus as the
Academic Co-ordinator of the Creative Media
Enterprises programme, which involves
developing graduate and post-graduate
degrees in this new and exciting field. Her
extensive contribution to our school both
inside and outside the classroom is very
much missed and she departed the English
Faculty on an absolute high, having led the
13EN1 programme in securing a record 11
English Scholarships in 2014 and having been
instrumental in previous successes at this
level. We also said goodbye to Ms Heather
Bramwell at the beginning of this year, who,
after teaching a wide range of subjects both
within and without the Art Department for
12 years, is leaving to teach correspondence
students and to raise her family. In other
news, we offer our congratulations to Mr
Guy Johnstone and his wife Lynn on the
birth of their daughter Ruby in February. We
also offer our very best wishes to Mr Hemi
and (now) Mrs Nicola Coates (nee Bryant)
on their marriage during the summer break.
To all of our new staff we say welcome and
we wish those who have moved on every
success. Congratulations to our staff on their
happy news and best wishes to all for 2015.

www.hbhs.school.nz

SPORTS
SUMMER SPORTS ROUND-UP:

O

ur HBHS sports teams and athletes have
been very busy during the summer
sports season and as we go to print, we wish
our Summer Tournament 2015 competitors
the very best of luck. We will profile their
successes in the next edition of the High
Achiever and will celebrate their wins in the
Latest News on our School Website www.
hbhs.school.nz

O

ur results round up actually begins in
December 2014, with our National
Champion Touch team who headed north to
Papakura to defend the title they have won
4 times in the last 6 years. As is so often the
case, their biggest challenge would come
from Rotorua Boys’ High School who they
eventually faced in the final. The match was
the expected nail-biter, and was locked at 4 –
4 after extra time. The drop off would prove
HBHS’s undoing, and Rotorua took the title
5 – 4. Shanan Tomuri was named as Most
Valuable Player of the Tournament and Legin
Hotham, Kalani Beattie and Rameka Poihipi
also made the Tournament Team.

H

BHS were first-time National Title
winners in Inline Hockey in December
as well, and after a shaky start to their
campaign, HBHS proved themselves to be
one of the in-form teams. The finals win
over Nelson College was suitably convincing,
with the teams tied 1 – 1 at half time, the
HBHS side found an extra gear to finish 4 – 1.

O

ur cricketers spent much of the summer
holidays out on the fields, playing
in the weekly Premier Men’s Grade and
achieved some outstanding results, including
a dramatic last-ball win in the Twenty 20
final over Old Boys to secure the Richard
Dodunski Cup. They were convincing
winners in the Super 8 Competition after
beating Palmerston North Boys’ High School
by 5 wickets in the final to take the title for
the third year running. Their winning record
came to an end, however, in March with a
3-wicket loss to Melville in the final of the
Premier Men’s Grade One Day final. The
Junior Colts Team is currently unbeaten in
their National Competition and we look
forward to seeing how they finish as their
competition progresses.

T

he HBHS Canoe Polo team recently won
the Northern Regional Canoe Polo title,
beating Te Puke High School 6 - 5 with a
golden goal. HBHS were well in control of
the match, but let the Te Puke team back

TERM 1 HIGHLIGHTS
into it in the second half, meaning that the
scores were locked at 5 all at the end of
regular time. HBHS held their nerve after
weathering the Te Puke come-back and
scored the winning goal to take the title
and qualify for the National Division Two
Championships during Summer Tournament
Week.

H

BHS individual sporting stars have made
an excellent start to 2015. Our Athletics
team were in the medals at the New Zealand
Secondary School Athletics Championships,
with Jacob Phillips winning 3 gold and
1 silver medal as well as setting a new
National record in the AWD 400m, and Chris
Goodwin, Jacob Priddey and Harry McLean
each excelled, winning bronze medals. Blair
Pennell had an outstanding run in the recent
Australian National Championships, finishing
second in the 2000m Steeplechase and only
just missing out on qualifying for the World
Youth Championships. What makes Blair’s
performance even more remarkable, is that
in the space of three weeks, he has improved
on the new School record time that he set
for the Steeplechase by an extraordinary 23
seconds. This was a record that had stood
for 25 years. At the same competition,
Isaiah Priddey finished third in the 1500m,
Samuel Montgomerie was placed sixth in
the 3000m and recent Old Boy Jacob Priddey
won the Men’s Under 20 5000m. Both
Blair Pennell and Christopher Goodwin had
podium finishes at the New Zealand National
Club Championships, with Blair winning the
Steeplechase and finishing third in the 800m
and Christopher finishing third in the High
Jump.

O

ne of our Year 10 students, William
Thompson, has been following the
example of World Champion and Olympic
Gold medal winning kayaker Lisa Carrington
out on Lake Karapiro in the New Zealand
Canoe Racing Sprint Championships held
in February this year. William came away
with an astonishing 8 gold medals as the
New Zealand Under 14 Men’s Champion in
the K1 500m, the K1 200m, the K1 5km, the
K2 500m, the K2 200m, the K4 500m and
the K4 200m. He also came away with a
silver medal in the Under 16 K2 500m and is
clearly one to watch in the years to come.
We would advise some Japanese lessons
in preparation for 2020! Other HBHS
athletes competing with distinction include
Fletcher Craig currently in Colorado with
snowboarding commitments, Sean Hickey
competing as a member of the New Zealand
Under 17 Waterskiing team in Australia
and Zane Neil who is a member of the New
Zealand Junior Polocrosse Squad.

L

ake Karapiro has been very good to
HBHS athletes and we hope that this
will continue through into the Maadi Cup
Regatta. The HBHS Rowing team returned
from the North Island Secondary Schools
Rowing Championship having won 7 gold,
2 silver and 3 bronze medals. Some of the
winning margins were colossal, but the
crews are very much aware that the true test
is still to come at the time of going to print.
HBHS also won the Derbyshire Shield as the
Champion North Island Secondary School.

T

he HBHS Multi-Sport team had a very
successful day at the Waikato Secondary
Schools Championships and came away with
two wins and a second place in the Under
16 and Under 19 event. Congratulations to
Leon Arcus on winning the Under 19 race,
and to Bradley Cullen who came first in
the Under 16 event, followed by Sam Cook
who finished second. The races consisted
of a 500m swim, a 17km cycle and a 4km
run. They followed this up with a dominant
performance at the Waikato Secondary
Schools team competition, with HBHS teams
finishing first and second in the Under 19
event, and first, second and third in the
Under 16 event.

Above: Gold Medallist Jacob Phillips in
action on the track.
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PREFECTS
MEET THE PREFECTS

W

e proudly present our student leaders of 2015, in their committees and photographed in the way that they feel best fits their particular
committee’s core business. As with last year we gave them the opportunity to be creative and have some fun with their first official
media duty of the year, and this is what we got. Enjoy!
Right: Head Prefect Soumil Singh, in an
appropriately academic-themed photograph.
Left: Academic Committee (from left):
Deputy Head Prefect and Committee Leader
Alex Kennedy, Will Captein, Max Mitchell,
Kalib Bouma-Tucker (seated), Reed Bell,
Spyro Sikiotis, Patrick Lynch (in front).

Right: Cultural Committee (from left): Captain of Arts and Committee
Leader Morgan Hopkins, Kristoffer Lavasi’I, Samuel Toa, Tom Williams,
Stephen Burroughs, Samuel Kaharoa, Hohua Hemi.

Left: Service Committee (from left, standing) Matthew Munn, Blake
Vincent, Visharn Sathiyakumar, Jamie Ensor, Paul Dyer, Cameron
Steedman. Centre (kneeling) Deputy Head Prefect and Committee
Leader Aidan Clarkin-Rush. Front, Troy Mace.

Right: Sports Committee (from left, standing) Nic Souchon, Josef Meek,
Matias Fitzwater, Jonny Brough, Leon Arcus, Dominic Clapcott, Ryan
Madden. Front (kneeling) Captain of Sport and Committee Leader Blair
Pennell.

Left: Leadership Committee (behind the pillar) Oliver Ng, Tayne Tupaea,
Sean Haisley, Sam Pene. (Jumping, from left) Deputy Head Prefect and
Committee Leader Daniel Ng, Paul Barkle. (At front, from left) Amos
Jaunay, Kieran Wells.
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SPECIAL
CELEBRATING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

O

ur first edition of the High Achiever for 2015 is the perfect forum
for celebrating the extraordinary examination results achieved by
HBHS students in 2014. In the Cambridge International Examinations,
HBHS students David Lee, Soumil Singh and Visharn Sathiyakumar
were awarded Top in New Zealand prizes, and even incredibly,
Lachlan Cate, Matthew Handford and Soumil Singh were awarded
Top in the World in their subjects (see pg 9 bottom photo).
HBHS students also achieved impressive results in the New Zealand
Scholarship Examinations, with 61 Scholarship passes attained in
2014. Some of the standout performers include Soumil Singh, who,
as a Year 12 student, achieved a record 7 Scholarship passes, James
Robertson who achieved 6 Scholarship passes, and Adam Cameron
and Sebastien Vanneste who each achieved 5 Scholarship passes.
Daniel Carson passed two of his 4 Scholarships at Outstanding level,
which is an exceptional achievement.
We proudly present our Cambridge International Examination prize
winners, along with the full list of Scholarship Examination Award
Winners of 2014.
Award				

Name

First in NZ in IGCSE Economics
David Lee
First equal in NZ in AS Mathematics
Soumil Singh
First equal in NZ in AS Mathematics
Visharn Sathiyakumar
First in the World in IGCSE 		
Lachlan Cate
Coordinated Sciences (double award)					
First in the World in IGCSE History
Matthew Handford
First in the World in AS Level Business Studies
Soumil Singh
High Achievement Award in AS Level General Paper Soumil Singh
2014 New Zealand Scholarship Examination Results
Name:		

Year:

Subject:		

Grade:

Seven Scholarships 		
Soumil Singh
12
Art History
S
Soumil Singh
12
Economics
S
Soumil Singh
12
English		
S
Soumil Singh
12
Geography
S
Soumil Singh
12
History		
S
Soumil Singh
12
Media Studies
S
Soumil Singh
12
Physical Education S
			
Six Scholarships			
James Robertson 13
Accounting
S
James Robertson 13
Agriculture & Horticulture
James Robertson 13
Economics
S
James Robertson 13
English		
S
James Robertson 13
Media Studies
S
James Robertson 13
Statistics		
S
			
Five Scholarships with One Outstanding			
Adam Cameron
13
Biology		
S
Adam Cameron
13
Chemistry
S
Adam Cameron
13
Economics
S
Adam Cameron
13
Physics		
S
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S

Adam Cameron		
13
Statistics		
O
			
Five Scholarships 		
Sebastien Vanneste
13
Economics
S
Sebastien Vanneste
13
English		
S
Sebastien Vanneste
13
Geography
S
Sebastien Vanneste
13
Media Studies
S
Sebastien Vanneste
13
Physical Education S
			
Four Scholarships with Two Outsanding 		
Daniel Carson		
13
Accounting
S
Daniel Carson		
13
Biology		
O
Daniel Carson		
13
Chemistry
O
Daniel Carson		
13
Physics		
S
			
Four Scholarships 		
Andrew Sledger		
13
Calculus		
S
Andrew Sledger		
13
Chemistry
S
Andrew Sledger		
13
Physics		
S
Andrew Sledger		
13
Statistics		
S
			
Three Scholarships with One Outstanding			
Matthew Munro		
13
Economics
O
Matthew Munro
13
Physics		
S
Matthew Munro		
13
Statistics		
S
			
Two Scholarships			
Sam Foster		
13
Accounting
S
Sam Foster		
13
Statistics		
S
			
Andrei-Alexandru Hartopeanu 13
English		
S
Andrei-Alexandru Hartopeanu 13
Statistics		
S
			
Ross McDougal		
13
Chemistry
S
Ross McDougal		
13
Statistics		
S
			
Codi Merito
13
Agriculture & Horticulture S
Codi Merito
13
Economics		
S
			
Nicolaas Portegys		
13
Economics
S
Nicolaas Portegys		
13
Statistics		
S
			
Luke Smith		
13
Caculus		
S
Luke Smith		
13
Physics		
S
			
Patrick Webb		
13
English		
S
Patrick Webb		
13
Music		
S
			
Zac Young		
13
English		
S
Zac Young		
13
History		
S
			
One Scholarship at Outanding			
Oscar Gray		
13
English		
O
			
One Scholarship			
Cade Fleming		
13
Geography
S
Joseph Graham		
13
English		
S
Dionne Hohaia		
13
Accounting
S
Ian Hong 		
13
Chemistry
S

www.hbhs.school.nz

One Scholarship (continued)			
Jonathan Jordan
Sean Knight
Kristoffer Lavasi’i
James Parton
Liam Scullin
Junyang Tan

13
13
12
13
13
13

Accounting
English		
History		
English		
English		
Chinese		

From Left: Sebastien Vanneste, Adam Cameron and

S
S
S
S
S
S

James Robertson

Scholarships by Subject
Subject 			

Scholarships:

English			
Statistics			
Economics		
Accounting		
Chemistry		
Physics			
Geography		
History			
Media Studies		
Agriculture and Horticulture
Biology			
Calculus			
Physical Education		
Art History		
Chinese			
Music 			

11
8
7
5
5
5
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
1
1

Scholarships		
Outstanding Scholarships

56
5

TOTAL			

61

From Left: Daniel Carson and
Sebastien Vanneste

Our cover story Cambridge International Examination Stars
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CAMPS
2015 LEADERSHIP CAMP
Tau ka tau
Tau ka tau
A record number of Year 13’s descended on
Ngaruawahia Christian Youth Camp for the
2015 Year 13 Leadership Camp. Expectations
for a ‘stellar’ camp were high this year,
with an academic approach fostered by the
camp organiser’s and supported by guest
speaker, former Head Boy David Chin. David
is a highly successful businessman among
other things and spoke to the cohort about
the successes in his life and the secret to
fulfilling personal and career goals. As well
as the tried and tested rotational activities,
the introduction of the STAR and LION
programmes was enthusiastically welcomed
by students.
As with previous years, the students were
up bright and early on Day 2 to complete the
6km run. Mr Scott, who attended camp for
the first time as a staff member, was able
to blitz the ‘pack’ with his superior fitness.
Although declining to run due to carrying
‘injuries’, the older and wiser members of
staff completed their marshaling duties
with both honour and professionalism. The
camp culminated in the students embodying
what it means to be a Year 13 student and
a Leader at Hamilton Boys’ High School, by
performing a rousing haka as thanks to the
camp staff.
By Mr Bryan Summerfield
Year 13 Dean

Above: Kieran Wells in strategy-mode. Top right: The
race is on, but good luck beating Mr Scott! Middle
Right: Kyle Wisnewski and the fine art of not falling
out of a kayak. Bottom right: From left, Owen
Norman, Sam McGovern, Olly Priest and Finn Myles opt
for a less serious approach to posing.
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SPECIAL
THE HEIRLOOM PROJECT

W

ith so much of our lives being lived,
recorded and catalogued on line
in the 21st century, questions are already
being asked about what kind of legacy we
will leave behind, particularly if our digital
domains were to somehow, catastrophically,
fail. Exactly what kind of artefacts will fill
the museums of the future to mark how we
lived our lives? Fortunately, there are an
increasing number of people who recognise
the importance and value of physical
artefacts.
This year a group of Year 10 Social Science
students were tasked with exploring the
usefulness and importance of valuing
artefacts and were given what could prove to
be a very important task. They were asked to
source a family treasure, something of value
to their family which had been passed down
through the generations, and to research
its origins, historical context and why it
had become an artefact of significance for
their family. Their research would then be
displayed in D Block, with the upper corridor
turning into a museum-for-an-afternoon so
that their classmates had the opportunity to
find out a little more about where they had
come from.
The result? An astounding range of objects
and artefacts that had played witness to
some of the most extraordinary events in
world history, complete with backstories
that told of tragedy, survival in the most
perilous circumstances, coincidence and
comedy. Here’s a small sample of what we
found. Omar Nosseir (who features on the
cover next to his project) told of a replica of
King Tutankhamen’s sarcophagus which had
been gifted to his great-grandfather who
was a historian on the original expedition in
Egypt. Bradley Van Tiel’s display told of his
Dutch great-grandmother’s identification
papers which literally meant life or death in
Nazi-occupied Holland in WWII, especially
as his great-uncles were members of the
Dutch resistance. In addition, when the US
liberated Zeeland, a soldier gave the family
a tin cup with the stars and stripes on it,
something his Opa still has today. Other war
memorabilia included a commemorative
box of Cadbury chocolates (still inside!)
from the Boer War in 1899 and a Nazi SS
(Schutzstaffel) Officer’s belt which had been
traded in a POW camp. One of the oldest
artefacts on display was Devael Wijaya’s 17th
century bamboo scroll on which was written
every male descendant’s name

with 21 generations recorded. The scroll is
only every opened on December 22 and is
traced back to Devael’s ancestor who was a
general in the army of Emperor Chongzhen.
However, this was not the oldest on display,
with that honour going to Boyang Bao’s
model of the famed Terracotta Warriors in
Xi’ian which can be traced back to 211BC,
giving it an age of 2226 years! The overall
winner from the finalists category from the
four classes was Nate Raffan, with WWII
Tracer bullets, and the popular choice winner
– voted by the students from the remaining
projects - was Cody Meade with his uneaten
Boer War chocolate.
Every single artefact told a story and every
single story was vital and compelling and
essential. It was a wonderful way to spend
an afternoon, and thanks must go to the
Year 10 students who shared their stories,
the teaching staff who visited to explore
the projects and to share the student’s
heritage stories, and to the Social Sciences
Department for bringing all of this history
together.

Q & A WITH REIKI RUAWAI

A

fter watching Reiki’s stunning
performances on New Zealand’s “X
Factor” we decided that Reiki was going to
have to get used to being interviewed so we
decided to give him a chance to tell us all
about his experiences. Reiki happily obliged,
and here he is, in his own words. Enjoy!
What made you decide to have a go at “X
Factor”?
My mates and sister encouraged me to give it
a go and I did.

How did you feel when auditioning?
Really nervous because I don’t really do solo
acts. I’m usually with the band playing with
people by my side.
And when you got through?
I felt over the moon, when they were
interviewing me I was pretty much
speechless.
What was boot camp like?
Very intense. Having all the competition in
one environment was quite different but I
kept my cool and did my own thing.
How were you treated by the judges?
I only really got to chat with Natalia Kills as
she was my mentor. And how she treated
me was very straight up but really nice and
she was anxious to give me all of the advice
she could give.
Thoughts on elimination?
When I was eliminated I was really gutted
but on the other hand proud I had made it to
judges’ retreat (top 26) so it was a low and
a high.
Best memory you’ll take away?
Being with singers and meeting new people,
making friends and just enjoying being there
and the experience.
Would you do it again?
Yes. Because in life I want to be a successful
singer and the publicity that “X Factor” has
given me is already quite big.

Above: Devael Wijaya and his 17th Century Family Heirloom
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PROFILES
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

E

very term we head on over to the
International Students Centre to catch
up with members of our HBHS family
who have joined us from afar. This term
we were welcomed into a meeting in S2
on a sunny Wednesday interval to get a
glimpse of what being a member of the
International Students Rugby Programme
involved, and when we say international,
we really mean it. A quick quiz before the
meeting got underway found students
hailing from France, Japan, Canada, Fiji
and Malaysia, with some Chinese, Sri
Lankan, English and Filipino heritage
thrown in as well. All of these students
have been sent by their parents to further
their education and to develop their
abilities in rugby, and whilst some would
be taking their newly-honed sporting skills
back to boost their rugby programmes
at home, others, such as Fijian player
and current member of the HBHS 1st
XV Sevu Reece, were working towards
potentially securing professional rugby
contracts once they have completed their
education. Several of the boys are here
on a four-week exchange, whilst others
have returned for a full school year after
sampling school life on the short-term
exchange last year.
Once the meeting got underway, we
got to work, and these boys were no
strangers to this. They had been assigned
a player to analyse at last Friday’s
Chiefs versus Highlanders match at
Waikato Stadium and they had to step
into the coaches’ role and critique the
performance of their player. Needless
to say there were some issues identified
by those boys who were assigned Chiefs
players! Talk also revolved around the
training regimes that the boys were
five weeks into, and the 6.15am starts,
training on the track and gym workouts
that are now part of their weekly
routines. The boys train with the HBHS
1st XV and are expected to train at that
level.
The period 3 bell brought the meeting
to an end, and the boys happily posed
for the obligatory team photo before
racing off to class. With the winter sports
season not very far away we will be
looking out for our International player
contingent, and we wish them all the very
best for their upcoming season. They will
most certainly have worked hard for it.
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Charlie Lawrence (left) and Kavala Tagivetaua (right) comparing ‘study notes’ after the game

Hard at work at the Chiefs versus Highlanders Super 15 match at Waikato Stadium

International Students Rugby Programme Team Shot. Mr Hotham 1st XV Coach (right)
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SPORTS
2015 SWIMMING SPORTS DAY

T

he 2015 Swimming Sports Day could best
be described as being in a transitional
phase, in that the ongoing upgrade of the
pool and the pool area meant that the day
had to be run as a Championship only event.
This meant that the whole-school Swimming
Sports Day, which normally marks the
beginning of the House Competition, was a
scaled down affair meaning that there would
be no participation points allocated. The
competition was definitely not scaled down,
and the quality of the racing and the level of
competition were as high as ever amongst our
elite HBHS swimmers.
Congratulations to our age-group champions
listed below and to Taylor House on a very
strong overall performance.
Thanks also to Mr Vaughan Johnson, Mrs
Jan Missen and the HPW Faculty for the
organisation and running of the day.
Photographs by Justin Ilustrismo
Junior Champion: 		
1st William Thompson
Baigent
2nd Ashe Wainui-Mackle Taylor
3rd Cody Limbrick
Argyle
			
Intermediate Champion:
1st Andrew Jeffcoat
Argyle
2nd Danyon Hardie
Wilson
3rd Bradley Cullen
Baigent
			
Senior Champion: 		
1st Michael Woods
Taylor
2nd James Litchfield
Tait
3rd Nathan Edwards
Taylor

62
56
44

84
54
52

75
70
63

House Swimming Sports Points		
1st
Taylor		
6
2nd
Baigent		
5
3rd
Tait		
4
4th
Argyle		
3
5th
Wilson		
2
6th
Steel		
1
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CELEBRATE
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND
ACADEMIC HONOURS

A

s our Term 1 edition of the High Achiever
is our opportunity to celebrate our
examinations successes of the previous
year it is fitting that we acknowledge the
record-breaking achievements of 2014. As
a result of these results, the numbers of
students eligible for Academic Excellence
(Year 12) and Academic Honours (Year 13) in
2015 were the highest in the history of the
school. At Year 12, all of the students named
as Academic Excellence Award Winners had
either achieved NCEA Level 1 with Excellence,
four Cambridge International Examination
A grades or over 40 NCEA Excellence credits
and at least three Cambridge A grades. In
order to qualify for Academic Honours in
Year 13 the standard was equally high, as
HBHS attained its best ever results in NCEA
Level 2 last year. Therefore an Excellence
endorsement was an essential requirement,
as were multiple A grades in Cambridge
AS Examinations. These students will be
targeting NZQA Scholarship examination
success at the end of this year, and will be
hoping for yet another record-breaking set of
results. We present our full list of Academic
Excellence and Academic Honours Award
Winners for 2015, congratulate them once
more on their achievements and wish them
every success with their studies this year.

YEAR 12 ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNERS
Harris Abraham
Joshua Allen
Jonty Bell
Lachlan Cate
Jake Clarke
John Clough
Finley Deller
Krishan Deo
Connor Fergusson
Benjamin Finer
Matthew Graham
Harrison Grant
Cameron Gribbon
Ethan Hassell
Reuben Hattingh
Samuel Hollis
Ben Lambourne
David Lee
Shokei Leger
Tommy Liu
Angus Lynch
Warwick Mackie
Taylor Matinovich

Blake Akapita
Tyler Bardebes
Finley Breeze
Jacob Cheatley
Lucas Clarke
Jordyn Coxhead
William Cunningham
Harrison Dowling
William Ferrar
Joshua Gaylor
Christopher Goodwin
Max Gray
Nalin Guleria
Matthew Handford
Ben Hemara
Sam Jackson
Alexander Le Comte
Rawiri Kapa-Hakeney
Jamie Lester
Tai Lohrer
Yifei Ma
Sivaram Manoharan
Christopher Mayo
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Krishn Naicker-Duggal
Bradley Parrott
Szymon Poborowski
Andrew O’Malley-Shand
Christopher Riddell
Cameron Salisbury
Douglas Shephard
Samuel Turnbull
Kauri Turangi-Joseph
Hamish Weren

Casey Messent
Cameron Paul
Ellis Pike		
Isaac Poole
Ryan Cullen
Max Sharplin
Oliver Short
Shivam Soma
Jeevan Vettivel
Raymon Zhou

YEAR 13 ACADEMIC HONOURS
AWARD WINNERS
Harry Ash
Kalib Bouma-Tucker
Kaleb Brownlee-Clarke
Stephen Burroughs
Hamish Carter
Aidan Clarkin-Rush
Joseph Climo
Charles Cui
Andre Geraghty
Sean Haisley
Morgan Hopkins
Benjamin Jefferies
Alex Kennedy
Abhijiit Saravana Kumar
Venkatesh Krishnan
Alexander Lumsden
Vinoth Loganathan Mark
Hamish McAlley
Max Mitchell
Visharn Sathiyakumar
Lucas Sherlock
Darren Singh
Christopher Symon
Shaojie Zheng
Shawn Zhao

Ryan Baker
Reed Bell
Samuel Brennan
Will Captein
Zachary Carter
Daniel Clarkin
Louie Conradie
Jamie Ensor
Sean Goodrick
Eli Hall
Jingyu Hou
Daniel Ju
Rahul Khatri
Hayden Lee
Kristoffer Lavasi’i
Nathan Lee
Patrick Lynch
William Medich
Jireh Ngaruhe
Alexander Paris
Spyro Sikiotis
Soumil Singh
Samuel Tristram
Michael Woods
Jack Woods

House Leader

Deputy Leader

Argyle Cameron Steedman
Baigent Sean Haisley
Steel Cameron Sinclair
Tait
Tayne Tupaea
Taylor Thomas Williams
Wilson Sam Pene		

Blake Vincent
Sam Toa
Connor Gibson
Callum Turner
Oliver Ng
Matthew Munn

SUMMER SPORTS CODE
CAPTAINS

A

t our first Senior School assembly for
2015, our Summer Sports Captains of
Code were named and presented with their
badges by Mrs Hassall. We congratulate
our new Captains of Codes and wish them
luck with their various competitions. Our
Summer Tournament Week results will be
profiled in the Term 2 Edition of The High
Achiever.
Code		
Athletics		
Canoe Polo
Cricket		
Cycling		
Golf		
Mountain Biking
Rowing		
		
Softball		
Swimming
Tennis		
Touch		
Triathlon		
Volleyball		
Waka Ama
Waterpolo

Captain
Christopher Goodwin
Luke Feisst
Jacob Gibson
Matias Fitzwater
Samuel McGovern
William Medich
Tom Williams
Tayne Tupaea
Jacob Leppien
James Litchfield
Joshua Moorby
Josef Meek
Leon Arcus
Selefuti Anesone
Te Wakaiti Southon
Richard Sneddon

HOUSE LEADERS 2015

A

t HBHS the House Competition is an
integral part of our school’s character
and values, which is reflected in the fact
that our Houses are named after former
Headmasters of the school. Each House is
led by a duo of students, the Leader and
Deputy Leader, and it is the role of these
students to ensure that the wide range of
competitions are contested both fairly and
fiercely. A House Leader has to motivate and
inspire their House members to get involved
and be positive throughout the year, and as
such it is an important student leadership
role. We proudly present our House Leaders
for 2015, and wish them every success.

Athletics Captain Christopher Goodwin (right)
wins bronze at the National Championships

www.hbhs.school.nz

SERVICE
GOING FOR DUKE OF
EDINBURGH GOLD

D

uke of Edinburgh is an award scheme
that invites students from across New
Zealand to participate in four different areas.
The award requires one hour per week for
the three disciplines of physical recreation,
skill and service. Lots of students are already
doing a lot of these things, and therefore
the award is very easy for them. On top of
these three things they must complete two
adventurous journeys. These are tramps that
groups of students go on with teachers from
our school, usually 2-3 days length. There
are three levels of the award scheme: Bronze,
Silver, and Gold. Once on the highest level of
Gold, students must complete three tramps
and a residential project. This is a weeklong task in which students meet up with
other Gold applicants and set out to work by
helping people.
Recently Duke of Edinburgh saw its 50th
birthday in 2013 and from then on an
excellent opportunity has arisen in Auckland
for Gold DoE participants. A community has
formed for Cultivation Understanding and
Enlightenment (CUE Haven) and the people
here help others in many ways, such as
planting trees and bringing back their families
to show them their accomplishments.
For my Gold residential project I travelled
up to Auckland’s CUE haven with Ellis Pike
(another Year 12 Gold applicant from HBHS)
and we met 9 other candidates from around
the country and one who had flown in from
Australia especially for this project! Once
we had gathered and met everyone else,
we were tasked with buying our food for
the week from PAK’n SAVE. This was a great
exercise to learn about the other people and
where they came from. After this we drove
in a convoy of cars up to CUE Haven. Our
two main tasks for the week were to clear
and gravel a walking path, and to build a
number of boardwalks in order for visitors to
be able to walk around the dedicated gardens
and areas with ease. After we completed
these jobs very comfortably, we moved on to
making totem poles which would mark the
entrances of the Duke of Edinburgh Hillary
Award Grove walking tracks. Everyone
helped to make these and they turned out to
be a great success. All decisions were made
entirely by the 12 of us as all adults left the
premises every night and came back each day
for a few hours to help us with our problems,
but never to tell us what to do.

Many other creative tasks such as turning
an old water tank into a hut and making a
chessboard with chess pieces so visitors have
activities to do were thought up by groups of
students that took to Auckland’s CUE Haven
with the goal of completing their Gold Duke
of Edinburgh award, and the satisfaction of
helping others.
This was an amazing experience and I cannot
recommend it enough.
Duke of Edinburgh shines where other awards
fail, as it requires the student to be a wellrounded individual. This ultimately means
that they are journeying towards manhood in
a positive manner.
By Douglas Shephard

SILVER SERVICE – TRAINING
FOR THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
SILVER AWARD

F

or this year’s second Duke of Edinburgh
Silver adventurous journey training, we
headed out to Piropiro flats, a campsite
based in the Pureroa Forest Park. A group of
16 eager students departed on the morning
of the 13th March, accompanied by Mr
Bennett and Mr Potter. On arrival we pitched
our tents, although we wouldn’t sleep in
them that night. As sunset approached, we
ventured into the bush where our first task
was to build emergency survival shelters
before sunset, shelters in which we were
to spend the rest of the night . Although
many of our huts looked roomy and fairly
comfortable (continued over page)

Above: Douglas Shephard (centre back row) and the CUE Haven Group. Below: The finished
track
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SERVICE
(continued from page 15)
from the outside, that wasn’t the case
inside. Tree roots ran down our spines and
a dripping Punga tree hung overhead, made
sleeping the most difficult challenge we had
faced. Most of us only really got 2-3 hours
of sleep that night. We thanked our lucky
stars that it didn’t rain – our shelters would
not have coped at all! Some of the groups
even managed to get fires started to cook
hot meals on. The next morning we split into
two groups, with Mr Potter and Mr Bennett
setting us our next task – navigation using
compasses and maps. Each of our groups
would take a different route to a rendezvous
point, and then head back to the campsite
before dark. We managed to make it out of
a tangle of vines and fallen trees just before
sunset on Saturday night. We were able to
enjoy nice hot meals, a good game of cards
and a warm, comfortable sleep on our last
night.
Overall it was an original experience, and we
feel that we have developed some important
skills that can be of use to us in the future. A
special thanks to Mr Potter and Mr Bennett
without whom the trip wouldn’t have been
possible. We made many new friends and
can’t wait for our qualifying tramps where
we will be able to put our skills to the test!
By Amol Prasad and Siyuan Lee

SPIRIT OF NEW ZEALAND 2015
“Two-six, heave!” The first mate called to
us as we hauled on the rope and hoisted the
mainsail, preparing for our journey into the
Hauraki Gulf. From 21-25 February, ten boys
from HBHS competed against three other
schools from around New Zealand in a fiveday trophy voyage on the 45 metre sailing
boat, the mighty Spirit of New Zealand.
Our team consisted of our teacher Mr
Courtney, and ten Year 10 boys – Henry
Martin, Harry Peploe, Thomas Bates,
Thomas Daley, Hamish Blackburn, Euan
Safey, Elliot Smith, Troy Graham, Dylan
Weight, and me, Declan O’Brien.
Once we left Auckland we sailed to Te Whau
Point, on the south side of Waiheke Island.
We ventured around the ship on the first
day learning about what to do and not to do.
Everyone seemed to have the
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Top left: Gearing up to take to the water. Top right: The HBHS team make their move in the all-important
raft race. Bottom left: The shelter that didn’t actually provide any shelter. Bottom right: Navigating a
route using compasses and maps on the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Tramp.

feeling of trepidation on the first day but our
confidence grew as we learned more.
A highlight of the trip was the raft race
from Mansion House Bay on Kawau Island
back to the Spirit. At a tense part in the
competition we decided to play our wildcard
which doubled our points for our chosen
activity. The first mate, Andy, started the
countdown from ten; we grasped our oars
and prepared to push the boat. “Four, three,
two, one, GO!” We scrambled into the boat
and I almost dropped my oar as I clambered
over the back. We were third early in the
race but we eventually overtook Upper Hutt
College and New Plymouth Girls’ High School
to take top spot with still half the race to
go. We entered the windy harbour and had
to work harder to retain the lead, rowing to
our leader’s call. As we approached the boat
we rowed harder digging in every last bit of
effort to pull off an eight point win. We were
back in the competition.
Our berths were small stowaway bunks but
were nonetheless comfy. We slept most
nights from 9:30pm till 6:30 in the morning.
We woke early each morning to jump off
the boat and swim, which was surprisingly
refreshing but warm at the same time. This
was a highlight of each day as it turned out.
We also jumped off the bowsprit which is the

very front of the boat.
Night watch was also a good experience,
being given the responsibility of looking after
55 people and a boat was a serious but fun
task. We learned how to read the maps,
radars and barometers, keeping focused and
taking leadership.
Voyage 683 had finally come to an end. It
was an amazing experience, and we made
so many friends not just from other schools
but from our own as well. In aiming to win
the trophy our team gave it their all. Sadly
we came in second but we still all felt we had
gained so much individually and as a team
from the five days. If any student should
get the chance to do a Spirit voyage I highly
recommend that he take the opportunity. He
will gain confidence from new experiences
and challenges, learn new skills in a new
environment, establish friendships, and
overall have a great time.
This trip would not have happened without
the help of Mr Tizard and Mr Courtney
also with the support of Mrs Hassall and the
school.
By Declan O’Brien
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